
of spiritual motherhood 
(religious sisters, godmoth-
ers, etc).  

It is most appropriate, 
then, that I have spent the 
last few days at the shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsing-
ham, the ‘mother’ of Eng-
land, together with my 
mother and members of 
the North Staffs Walsing-
ham Association. It has 
been a beautiful pilgrim-
age, and I hope that more 
of you will consider com-
ing on it next year! 

Please remember in your 
prayers Anthony Dean, Fr 
Paul Dean’s father, whose 
funeral is this Wednesday, 
having died peacefully a 
couple of weeks ago after a 
battle against cancer. I will 
be in Solihull for the funer-
al, and will assure Fr Paul 
and his family of your pray-
ers for them and for An-
thony.  

A Blessed Mothering Sun-
day, especially to all moth-
ers and grandmothers! 
Today is Laetare Sunday. 
In history, it was a day 
when the Pope would bless 
a golden rose. In more 
recent times, this has been 
repeated and the rose sent 
to a shrine of Our Lady. 
This tradition gave it the 
name, in Latin, Dominica de 
Rosa (Rose Sunday), from 
which the tradition of 

wearing rose coloured 
vestments came about. The 
link with celebrating the 
motherhood of Holy Moth-
er Church came from the 
readings on this day. This 
led to the tradition of mak-
ing a pilgrimage to one’s 
‘mother church’, the place 
of one’s baptism, on that 
day. This, then, became 
linked to the gathering of a 
family together in their 
home village or town, and 
hence ‘Mothering Sunday’.  

So these themes come to-
gether: Church, family, 
motherhood, joy, love. 
These are things that we 
can celebrate every Moth-
ering Sunday, as well as 
making it a special day for 
our mothers! So let us pray 
for Holy Mother Church, 
as well as for those who 
have the vocation of moth-
erhood, not forgetting 
those who have a position 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Vincent Ferrer 

1350-1419 
This saint was from Catalu-
nya, and from an early age 
was dedicated to the Pas-
sion of Christ, in whose 
honour he fasted on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
At 19 he joined the Do-
minicans. As well as pen-
ances, to help his constancy 
in his vocation, he also 
committed the Bible to 

memory. After priestly 
ordination, he started to 
teach theology. He lived at 
a time of great strife in the 
Church, with three claim-
ants to the Papacy, and 
suffered greatly because of 
it. He travelled greatly 
giving missions around all 
of Europe. Although he 
only spoke Valencian Span-
ish, it is claimed he had the 
gift of tongues.  

THE CATHOLIC PASTORAL PARTNERSHIP OF  
B IDDULPH ,  GOLDENHILL ,  K IDSGROVE & PACKMOOR 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE AND PROTECTION OF OUR LADY OF GRACE 

SUNDAY 31ST MARCH 2019 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (LAETARE SUNDAY)   

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
pp.partnershipparishes@gmail. 
com 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 30th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int John Martin 

Sunday 31st 9.00am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes  

Fourth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Bailey & Plant families 

Lent Laetare Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

Monday 1st    9.30am  Holy Mass Joan Gilligan 

Feria of Lent   10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 2nd 9.15am    Holy Mass Joseph Flatley 

Feria of Lent   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

St Francis of Paola    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

 8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 3rd  5.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

Feria of Lent  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 4th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

Feria of Lent  5.30pm    Stations of the Cross  

St Isidore 6.00pm    Holy Mass Jim & Sarah Baker 

Friday 5th   9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Patricia Convey 

Feria of Lent First Friday   10.00am  Stations of the Cross  

St Vincent Ferrer     6.00pm Holy Mass True Friendship (MJJ) 

Saturday 6th 10.30am    Holy Mass  Int Iris Sanderson 

Feria of Lent   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int Pat & Harold Dodd 

Sunday 7th 9.00am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Fifth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Ethol Price 

Lent     6.30pm Holy Mass Joan Doyle 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

prayer for mothers 
Mary, on this day when we honour all mothers, we turn to you. We thank the Lord whom you 
serve for the great gift of motherhood. Never has it been known that anyone who sought your 

intercession was left unaided by grace. Dear Mother, thank you for your "Yes" to the invitation 
of the angel which brought heaven to earth and changed human history. You opened yourself to 

God's word and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.  
Dear mother, intercede for all of our mothers. Ask your Divine Son to give them the grace of sur-

rendered love so that they could join with you in giving their own "Yes." May they find daily 
strength to say yes to the call to the sacrificial love, the very heart of the vocation of motherhood. 
May their love and witness be a source of great inspiration for all of us called to follow your Son.  

On this Mothering Sunday, Mother of the Word Incarnate, pray for us   
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
If you need to see Fr Julian about 
anything, then come to the Open 
House session on Monday nights, 
6.30pm to 7.30pm at St Joseph’s 
Presbytery, Goldenhill. The ‘Open 
House’ is on each week for the next 
three weeks but not on 15th, 22nd, 
29th April or 6th May. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

St John’s: Winnie Maughan & Family 
St Joseph’s: In Thanksgiving for 90 
years Betty Smithson 

St Patrick’s: Int Mrs Jean Green 

English Martyrs’: For all mothers and 
grandmothers of our parishes 

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be at 
Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Road, on 
Tuesday 16th April at 
10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on 14th April at Springbank 
at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Hospital Chaplaincy If you or a 
relative are going into hospital, 
please notify the chaplain. For the 
Royal Stoke, please call 676400, or 
contact the Parish Office. Do not 
rely on the hospital staff informing 
the chaplain that you are in hospital. 

The English Camino 
We are opening up bookings for the 
Camino in July to everyone. We will 
walk the Camino Inglés from Ferrol 

to Santiago de Compostela. The 
dates are Wednesday 3rd to Wednes-

day 10th July 2019. Cost will be 
about £400. To book see Fr Julian 

with a £100 deposit, and the balance 
two weeks before departure. All 

enquires to Fr Julian. 

Prayer Groups 
Our partnership of parishes’ prayer 
group meets in order to pray for our 

parishes and their mission to our 
area, for our families and for the in-
tentions people ask us to pray for.  

The prayer group is on Tuesday eve-
nings, every other week so the next 
one will be on the 2nd April at 8pm 
and will take place at English Mar-
tyrs’ in Biddulph. Everyone is wel-

come. IF YOU HAVE PRAYER RE-
QUESTS please put a note of your 
prayer intention in the pink box at 
the back of any of our churches. 
DON’T FORGET we also have 
Morning Prayer every Tuesday 
morning at 9.30am at St John’s 

which includes a time of prayer for 
requested intentions.  

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Mon-
day 8th April at St Joseph’s Gold-

enhill at 7.30pm. All men welcome! 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of John Close. Requiem Mass for 
the repose of his soul will be offered 
at English Martyrs’ on Tuesday 9th 
April at 11am, followed by commit-
tal at Bradwell Crematorium.  

Also for the soul of Peter Mulroy. 
The funeral service will be at English 
Martyrs’ on Wednesday 17th April at 
12noon, followed by committal at 
Carmountside Crematorium.  

Requiescant in Pace 

Holy Week Choir We are looking 
for more singers from across our 
churches for our Holy Week choir. 
The dates for the next choir practices 
are Wednesday 10th April & 17th 
April at 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Gold-
enhill.  

faith  
formation 
community 

We are going to launch our Faith 
Formation Community this Lent. 

You are invited to be part of the jour-
ney, turning faith into a real response 
to Jesus, through the Word of God 

and friendship together. 

Have you been on Alpha and want to 
carry on and go deeper? 

Are you thinking about becoming a 
Catholic? 

Do you come to Mass every week, 
but you are looking for more? 

Then the Faith Formation Communi-
ty is for you!  

Each week we will meet together for 
a get together and a catch up over tea 
and coffee. Then there will be a time 

of catechesis, or teaching on the 
Catholic Faith through the Word of 

God. 
It will meet on Thursday evenings at 
St Joseph’s at 7pm. We are having 

two ‘pilot’ sessions on Thursday 4th 
and 11th April, and will be starting 

up with weekly meetings after Easter 
We invite you to come and join us at 
one of the pilot sessions. And don’t 

forget... 
It is for everyone! 

Stations of the Cross 
Come and join us 
for the Stations of 
the Cross during 
Lent. We will 
have the prayer of 
the Way of the 
Cross at each of 

our churches each week from now 
through the rest of the season: 
Tuesday 2.15pm St Patrick’s 
Wednesday 5.30pm St Joseph’s 
Thursday 5.30pm English Martyrs’ 
Friday 10.00am St John’s 
Stations are subject to change each 
week so please refer to the weekly 
schedule of Services for exact details. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we 
bless you 



KEY VERSE: "I am the resurrection and the life; whoev-
er believes in me, even if he dies, will live" (v.25). 
TO KNOW: Lazarus was dying, and Martha and Mary 
sent word to Jesus to come immediately to the village of 
Bethany where they lived with their brother. The disci-
ples feared for Jesus' life as the town was near Jerusalem. 
Knowing his fate awaited him in the Holy City, Jesus 
declared that God's glory would be revealed so that all 
might believe. Jesus was delayed in coming, and upon his 
arrival, Martha told Jesus that he was too late; her brother 
had already died. Although Martha reproached Jesus for 
not coming sooner, she was confident that God would 
grant whatever he asked. Jesus told her that he had power 
over life and death, and asked her if she believed that his 
words were true. Like Peter, Martha confessed her faith 
in Jesus as the "Messiah, the Son of God" (Mt 16:16). 
With a powerful command, Jesus raised Lazarus to life, a 
symbol of Christ's own resurrection and our rising to new 
life with him. Ironically, it was this gift of life that would 
lead to Jesus' own death, which offered salvation to the 
whole world. 
TO LOVE: Does my parish have a bereavement ministry 
to assist those grieving over loss of a loved one? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, raise me to new life in you. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£373.50, Non Gift Aid £199.17, 
Total £572.67.  Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£300.00, Non Gift Aid £162.90, 
Total £462.90.  Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£241.50, Non Gift Aid £227.62, 
Total £468.62.   

Lenten Alms Collections There 
will be a second collection each week 
of Lent after Sunday Mass for you to 
give your Lenten Alms. The collec-
tions will be for the following chari-
table causes each week:  
7th April Cyclone Idai (CAFOD) 
14th April Holy Places 

Last weeks collection for Leprosy 
Mission raised £472.52. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.195 B McGough; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.4 M Aylward; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.18 M Maughan. March 
Monthly Draw: 1st Prize £75 No. 
66 C Warrilow; 2nd Prize £50 No. 
139 B Lockett; 3rd Prize £25 No.80 
C Hancock .  

APF Red Boxes If you have a red 
box from Goldenhill, then please 
bring them to church during April to 
be emptied and counted. Thank you. 

John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the 
Temple again; and as all the people came to him, he sat down and 
began to teach them. The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman 
along who had been caught committing adultery; and making her 
stand there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master, 
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery, and 
Moses has ordered us in the Law to condemn women like this to 
death by stoning. What have you to say?’ They asked him this as a 
test, looking for something to use against him. But Jesus bent down 
and started writing on the ground with his finger. As they persisted 
with their question, he looked up and said, ‘If there is one of you 
who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 
Then he bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they 
heard this they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, 
until Jesus was left alone with the woman, who remained standing 
there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir’ she replied. ‘Neither do I con-
demn you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, and do not sin any more.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Encounter Parish Retreat St Te-
resa’s Trent Vale invite us to take 
part in their Lenten parish retreat 
evenings this week. The retreat eve-
nings are on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday at St Teresa’s church, 
beginning at 7.30pm. Please remem-
ber to pray for St Teresa’s parish 
during this week. 

Summer Camp at Alton Castle 
Children and young people aged 12 
to 18 are invited to take part in the 
annual summer camp at Alton Castle. 
The dates are 11th to 15th August. 
For more details email Beccy Rose-
man beccy.roseman@ 
kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 25th - 31st May 2019 

Come and join the Diocesan Pilgrim-
age to Lourdes in May half term! If 

you would like to go on the pilgrim-
age, the booking forms and infor-

mation can be downloaded from the 
diocese website 

www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and 
click on News and Events and then 
Pilgrimage. Alternatively you can 

phone the pilgrimage office on 0121 
230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  

Job Vacancies 

St Margaret Ward Catholic 
Academy  

Required for September 2019  

Teacher of PE We are seeking a 
suitably qualified teacher to teach 
throughout the age range of our 11-
18 academy. PE is a popular subject 
and at Key Stage 4 we offer both the 
GCSE and the OCR National in 
Sports Science. We provide an ex-
tensive range of extra-curricular ac-
tivities in which many of our students 
participate and from which they en-
joy many successes.  
Teacher of Science (Chemistry)  
The successful candidate will be ex-
pected to teach all three science sub-
jects at Key Stages 3 and 4 and must 
be able to deliver A Level Chemistry 
to students across our collaborative 
Trinity Sixth Form. Part time appli-
cations will be considered. Applica-
tions from NQTs (for whom excel-
lent support is available) are wel-
comed.  
Potential candidates are welcome to 
visit the school by appointment. Ap-
plication forms and further details 
can be obtained by contacting Miss E 
Phillips (Principal’s PA) on 01782 
883000 ext. 035  
Closing date: Friday 5 April 

(noon� 


